
GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES 

Use of the gerund
as the subject of a sentence Buying Rover was a big mistake for BMW.
as the object after certain verbs* Most people enjoy driving.
after certain verbs + prepositions I look forward to hearing from you soon.
after certain adjectives + prepositions He's not very good at managing people.
after certain nouns + prepositions We'll have no difficulty in selling the product.
after verbs of perception (action going on) I saw him staggering down the road towards the pub.

*Verb + gerund: avoid, can't help, deny, dread, enjoy, (can't) face, fancy, feel like. finish, give up, 
imagine, keep (on), mind, miss, postpone, practise, put off, resent, risk, spend time, (can't) stand, 
suggest

Use of the infinitive
a) without to after
• modal auxiliaries
• make and let
• verbs of perception

(completed action)

We can't raise the prices by more than 5%.
My boss wouldn't let me leave early. She made me do overtime.
I saw him open the safe and help himself to the money.

b) with to after
• adjectives
• certain verbs*
• question words
• the first/last/only
• adjectives + for

I'm sorry, but I'm not ready to go yet.
She wants to find a job in marketing after she's graduated.
Can you tell me where to park my car?
Henry Ford was the first to use flow production in a car factory.
Until then cars had been too expensive for most people to buy.

 
*Verb + infinitive with to: afford, agree, aim, dare, decide, expect, fail, happen, hope, manage, 
mean, offer, prepare, pretend, promise, refuse, seem, threaten, want, wish

Gerund or infinitive - little difference in meaning
I began to play the piano when I was six.
We must continue to look for new staff.

I began playing the piano when I was six. 
We must continue looking for new staff.

After some verbs (begin, start, continue, like, love, hate, intend and prefer) you can usually use either 
a gerund or an infinitive. There is practically no difference in meaning.
Exception: After would/should + like/love, only the infinitive can be used.

Gerund or infinitive - important difference in meaning
stop • I've stopped smoking.

The activity (smoking) stops.

• We stopped to smoke a cigarette.
The activity is the reason for 
stopping.

remember
forget 
regret

• I remember playing with Lego.

• I'll never forget driving into that brick wall.

• I regret not learning Latin.

The activity or event has 
already happened. 

• Remember to take back those library books.

• She forgot to lock the door.

• We regret to say that we are unable to help you.

The activity has not yet 
happened. It can or is/was 
supposed to be done.

mean • I didn't mean to interrupt.
to intend to
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• A 7.45 lesson means getting up early.  
to have as a result/an effect

try • They tried giving him penicillin, but it had no effect.
to test something to see if it 
works

• I tried to lift the crate, but it was too heavy.
to attempt something difficult
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Practice

A Complete the telephone call. 

S: Good morning, ACME Enterprises.

A: Hello, I'd like                                                 (speak) to Mr Okinawa.

S: Who's calling?

A: Karl Maier, from Schwenningen. I wonder if I could                                  (see) him this 

week?

S: I'm afraid Mr Okinawa is not free this week. He tried                                (reach) you by 

phone several times last week, but you were in New York.

A: Yes, I'm sorry. I remember                                     (ask) him to call me, but I forgot 

                                              (tell) him I'd be away.

S: Perhaps I can ask him                                (call) you as soon as he's free next week.

A: Yes, please do. I'll look forward to                                     (hear) from him.

S: Okay. Thank you for                                   (call). We'll talk again next week.

A: Fine. Bye for now.

S: Goodbye.

B Complete the sentences. 

1. I'm not looking forward to                                                                                                        

2. I'll never forget                                                                                                                            

3. I really can't afford                                                                                                                     

4. When I get home from college, I often fancy                                                                         

5. I never get round to                                                                                                                    

6. I'm afraid I often postpone                                                                                                        

7. As a child I would often pretend                                                                                            

8. When I'm not feeling confident, I dread                                                                                

9. I have always meant to                                                                                                            

10. Am I ambitious? Well, I aim                                                                                                      

11. As a child I would often resent                                                                                                 

12. I will always regret                                                                                                                   

13. I really should give up                                                                                                              

14. After I leave college, I'll probably continue                                                                          

15. At the moment I can hear somebody                                                                                    

Q1 - I miss ____ in London.
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live
living
to live

Q2 - I enjoyed ____ them again.
see
seeing
to see

Q3 - He avoided ____ them do it because he wanted to get home early.
help
helping
to help

Q4 - I promised ____ it by Friday.
do
doing
to do

Q5 - She's expected ____ the job.
get
getting
to get

Q6 - Would you like ____?
come
coming
to come

Q7 - They don't tolerate any ____ about their decisions.
argue
arguing
to argue

Q8 - She taught me ____ it.
do
doing
to do

Q9 - I don't feel like ____ it.
do
doing
to do

Q10 - Do you mind ____ it with you?
take
taking
to take
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Directions: Use the verb and noun/pronoun given to create a sentence with a gerund or 
infinitive following the verb. 

wait/you stop/classes start/plane learn/dance 

like/theater 

consent/him hope/next month quit/tobacco regret/my secret admit/ money 

order/dishes 

complete/test mind/homework try/car expect/school 

Gerunds

Summary: This handout provides a detailed overview (including descriptions and examples) 
of gerunds, participles, and infinitives. 

Contributors:Purdue OWL
Last Edited: 2010-09-30 02:15:02

A gerund is a verbal that ends in -ing and functions as a noun. The term verbal indicates that a 
gerund, like the other two kinds of verbals, is based on a verb and therefore expresses action 
or a state of being. However, since a gerund functions as a noun, it occupies some positions in 
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a sentence that a noun ordinarily would, for example: subject, direct object, subject 
complement, and object of preposition.

Gerund as subject:

• Traveling might satisfy your desire for new experiences. (Traveling is the gerund.)

• The study abroad program might satisfy your desire for new experiences. (The gerund 
has been removed.)

Gerund as direct object:

• They do not appreciate my singing. (The gerund is singing.)

• They do not appreciate my assistance. (The gerund has been removed)

Gerund as subject complement:

• My cat's favorite activity is sleeping. (The gerund is sleeping.)

• My cat's favorite food is salmon. (The gerund has been removed.)

Gerund as object of preposition:

• The police arrested him for speeding. (The gerund is speeding.)

• The police arrested him for criminal activity. (The gerund has been removed.)

A Gerund Phrase is a group of words consisting of a gerund and the modifier(s) and/or 
(pro)noun(s) or noun phrase(s) that function as the direct object(s), indirect object(s), or 
complement(s) of the action or state expressed in the gerund, such as:

The gerund phrase functions as the subject of the sentence.

Finding a needle in a haystack would be easier than what we're trying to do.

Finding (gerund)
a needle (direct object of action expressed in gerund)
in a haystack (prepositional phrase as adverb)

The gerund phrase functions as the direct object of the verb appreciate. 

I hope that you appreciate my offering you this opportunity.

my (possessive pronoun adjective form, modifying the gerund)
offering (gerund)
you (indirect object of action expressed in gerund)
this opportunity (direct object of action expressed in gerund)

The gerund phrase functions as the subject complement. 

Tom's favorite tactic has been expressing concern to his constituents.

expressing concern to (gerund)
his constituents (direct object of action expressed in gerund)

The gerund phrase functions as the object of the preposition for. 

You might get in trouble for faking an illness to avoid work.
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faking (gerund)
an illness (direct object of action expressed in gerund)
to avoid work (infinitive phrase as adverb)

The gerund phrase functions as the subject of the sentence. 

Being the boss made Jeff feel uneasy.

Being (gerund)
the boss (subject complement for Jeff, via state of being expressed in gerund)

Punctuation

A gerund virtually never requires any punctuation with it.

Points to remember:

1. A gerund is a verbal ending in -ing that is used as a noun.

2. A gerund phrase consists of a gerund plus modifier(s), object(s), and/or 
complement(s).

3. Gerunds and gerund phrases virtually never require punctuation.

How to teach vocabulary?
 
Games! Have those words on word cards and have the sts divided into two groups. Then 
have a group pull out a word card and use it in a sentence (you can even set the task - 
like make a relative clause, or passive or use usually, etc.). If the sentence is correct, 
they earn a point. Then the other team plays. Keep score on the board and prepare a 
reward for the winners (even chocolate will do - we ´re never too adult for chocolate). 
You can also use the acrds for a flashing dictation - ´flash ´ the word card for them to 
write down, and do this with a list of difficult vocabulary. Then add a task - they have to 
make e. g. wh-questions using two words per question! This can be a writing task and 
graded!
You can also put a word card on the board and have them make vocabulary maps around 
it - e.g. if the word is architectural, they can add architect, buildings, desing, plans, 
draw, organise, historical, etc. Just having the word architectural written in colourful 
letters and kept for so long visible on the board will make them memorise it better. We 
are all slaves to the visible.
you can use funny combinations of same sounds or linking ideas. Make them start with 
some of yours and then ask them to find their own. 
 
For example : three free bees in a tree agree to flee to feed the eel. Make them "draw" 
or "shoot" the scene. Laughing mnemotecnic often helps. The funnier or the most 
ridiculous the best, especially if it il linking with their own memories and habits !
What I do is I divide Ss into small groups and I give them a topic, which is suitable for 
using as much new vocab as possible. Then I give them small cards with the new words 
on them. The cards are "vouchers" each time a student uses certain word in the right 
way, they can take a card from the pile in front of them. It ´s for other students to 
decide whether the word was used OK or not. The person with the most cards wins. 
Obviously, if they are not sure, you help them decide on the correctness.

Gerunds and Infinitives

It can be a little difficult to know when to use gerunds and infinitives.
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We use gerunds (verb + ing): 

• After certain verbs - I enjoy singing

• After prepositions - I drank a cup of coffee before leaving

• As the subject or object of a sentence - Swimming is good exercise

We use 'to' + infinitive: 

• After certain verbs - We decided to leave

• After many adjectives - It's difficult to get up early

• To show purpose - I came to London to study English

Gerunds and Infinitives with Verbs Part 1

(see part two here and part three here) 

Here are some of the most common verbs that are usually followed by the gerund: 

enjoy I enjoyed living in France

fancy I fancy seeing a flim tonight

discuss We discussed going on holiday together

dislike I dislike waiting for buses

finish We've finished preparing for the meeting

mind I don't mind coming early

suggest He suggested staying at the Grand Hotel

recommend They recommended meeting earlier

keep He kept working, although he felt ill

avoid She avoided talking to her boss

And here are some common verbs followed by 'to' and the infinitive: 

agree She agreed to give a presentation at the meeting

ask* I asked to leave early / I asked him to leave early

decide We decided to go out for dinner

help* He helped to clean the kitchen / he helped his flatmate to clean the kitchen

plan She plans to buy a new flat next year

hope I hope to pass the exam

learn They are learning to sing

want* I want to come to the party / I want him to come to the party

would like* I would like to see her tonight / I would like you to see her tonight

promise We promised not to be late

Gerunds and Infinitives with Verbs Part 2

(see part one here and part three here) 

Here are some more verbs that are usually followed by the gerund: 

miss She misses living near the beach
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appreciate I appreciated her helping me. 

delay He delayed doing his taxes.

postpone He postponed returning to Paris

practise She practised singing the song.

consider She considered moving to New York.

can't stand He can't stand her smoking in the office.

can't help He can't help talking so loudly.

risk He risked being caught.

admit He admitted cheating on the test.

And here are some more verbs followed by 'to' and the infinitive: 

can afford We can’t afford to go on holiday.

manage He managed to open the door without the key.

prepare*
They prepared to take the test /
the teachers prepared the students to take the test. 

demand He demanded to speak to Mr. Harris.

choose I chose to help.

offer Frank offered to drive us to the supermarket.

wait She waited to buy a movie ticket.

would hate* I’d hate to be late / I’d hate you to be late.

would love* I’d love to come / I’d love him to come.

seem Nancy seemed to be disappointed.

Gerunds and Infinitives with Verbs Part 3

(see part one here and part two here) 

Here are some more verbs that are usually followed by the gerund: 

deny He denied committing the crime.

mention He mentioned going to that college.

imagine He imagines working there one day.

tolerate I tolerated her talking.

understand I understand his quitting.

involve The job involves travelling to Japan once a month.

complete He completed renovating the house.

report He reported her stealing the money.

anticipate I anticipated arriving late.

recall Tom recalled using his credit card at the store.

And here are some more verbs followed by 'to' and the infinitive: 

expect* They expect to arrive early / they expect Julie to arrive early

intend We intend to visit you next spring.

pretend The child pretended to be a monster.

refuse The guard refused to let them enter the building.

tend He tends to be a little shy.

would prefer* I’d prefer to do it / I’d prefer him to do it.

deserve He deserves to go to jail.
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appear His health appeared to be better.

arrange Naomi arranged to stay with her cousin in Miami.

claim She claimed to be a princess.
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