
Lesson length: 45 mins

Aim:  1.   to teach the general use of going to when talking about the future
  2.   to practise talking about hopes and plans for the future
  3.   to extend vocabulary for talking about plans
  4.   to teach the responses needed to reply to questions when planning for 

 the future.

Preparation:  You will need a copy of the following for each student

  Activity worksheet  – ‘The week ahead’  

  Activity worksheet – ‘I can discuss hopes and plans’ 

Grammar Presentation:
	 n Write on the board the words THIS WEEKEND (as a heading for the lesson)

 n		 Underneath draw 1) a sleepy face;  2)  a football;  and 3) a basket

 n		 Say aloud:

  I’m going to sleep all morning 
    I’m going to play football
  I’m going to go shopping

 n		 Ask students to call out some activity phrases: e.g. go fishing; dance; meet friends; play golf. (Make sure  
  they give a verb with their phrase)

 n		 Each time they call out a phrase (e.g. play golf), reply using the ‘going to’ structure aloud as an example  
  (So, you’re going to play golf, etc)

 n		 Ask the students to say in return: Yes, I’m going to play golf, etc.

 n		 Explain the grammar pattern: be + going + to + activity

 n		 Hand out the Activity worksheet: The week ahead

1. Activity: The week ahead
	 n		 Split the group into pairs

	 n	 Ask students to write 2 activities (e.g. work hard; play for the netball team) in the blank squares under   
  each day. 

Unit 5 The future: going to 
Oxford Living Grammar explains how grammar works and when to use it.  The 
exercises use real-life situations to practise grammar in context.  This lesson 
consolidates your students’  knowledge of the future using going to in the 
context of hopes and plans.
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	 n	 Ask the students to exchange their tables; each new pair will then ask each other questions such as:   
  What are you going to do today/on Monday/on Saturday? etc. using the activities on the form in front  
  of them. 

 n		 The first partner will answer and then ask his/her partner to talk about the second activity in the box

	 n		 Then direct students to activity 2  ‘The week ahead’. Ask for volunteers for the answers. Check that all   
  the vocabulary is known.

 Answers:

  1. ‘m going to send   6. ‘m not going to revise

  2. ‘m not going to write   7. ‘m going to revise

  3. ‘m going to do   8. ‘m going to prepare

  4. ‘s going to help   9. ‘m going to show

  5. are going to watch

2. Contextualized Activity (from ‘review’ to ‘free use’): I can discuss hopes and plans
 Speaking to the class:

 Think about packing for a holiday‘ What do we need first of all …

 Ask them to call out (or jot down on paper):

 1. lots of holiday words, starting with nouns (alarm clock/ suntan cream/bikini/toothpaste)

 2. lots of suitable verbs (go to the airport, take a taxi)

 3. call out some ‘time words’  (in June, on Monday, on my birthday)

 Give an example orally:

 ‘On Monday, I’m going on holiday to Greece; I’m going to pack ……I’m going to take a taxi to the airport‘.

  Write this on the board.

 TASK INSTRUCTIONS

 A.  Hand out Activity worksheet: I can discuss hopes and plans (page 5) and direct students attention to   
  the  Grammar Presentation “The future  Going to” and point to Grammar in Action 1.  Ask everyone to  
  read it (for a few minutes)

 B. Then give out the Oxford Word Skills extract ‘Making plans’ (page 6) discuss all the vocabulary items in  
  the Glossary (intend to do, hope to do etc) which will help them with the task.

 C.  Make groups of 4 to do the following exercise:-

  Ask each group to decide on 1) a holiday destination; 2) what they will pack; 3) what is the special   
  occasion; 4) how they will prepare (tickets etc)

 D. Ask the groups to collect their ideas on paper and practise phrases with ‘going to’.

 E. Decide who will start the story aloud for the whole class. Their friends in the group will take it in turns to  
  add a sentence.
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 HOMEWORK/EXTENSION

 Ask your students to read the rest of the Grammar in Action sections

  n		 Ask students to work out an example from each section and bring them to the next class:

   e.g. para 2 = planned changes  The school has no swimming pool; they’re going to build a new   
   one

       para 3 = predictions  the sky is very grey; I’m sure it’s going to rain

       para 4 = confirmations  are you going to come to the concert or not? 

 n		 OR ask your students to try the OVER TO YOU practice section      

 EXTRA HELP

  Do your students remember when to use ‘going to’?
  (If not, revisit the Grammar Presentation section of unit 5).

  Do your students need more practice? Try exercise C on page 2 of the Oxford Living Grammar   
  downloadable unit with the class. 

  Have you got the right books to develop and extend vocabulary? Use unit 65 ”I can discuss   
  hopes and plans” from Oxford Word Skills Intermediate for ‘I can…’ confidence. If they are confident   
  with using ‘going to’, ask them questions (Are you going to …? and teach responses such as Definitely/I  
  think so/I hope not.

  Do you want to review the future using ‘will’ and ‘shall’? See the second Grammar Presentation  
  of unit 5 in the Oxford Living Grammar downloadable unit.
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Activity worksheet: The week ahead

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sarturday 

  

1.

Verbs and tenses | 19

 

B The week ahead

Look at Mike’s diary. Then complete what he says about his week’s plans with the 
going to form of the verbs in the box. Use short forms.

C Brisport town council’s plans

The Brisport town council wants to attract more tourists. Complete this  
interview with the mayor using the going to form of the verbs. Use long  
forms.

INTERVIEWER With the government money you can now go ahead  
with your plans. Tell us some of the things that you  
 are you going to do 0  (do). How    
you   1  (attract) more tourists?

mAYOR Well, the Works Department   2   
(clean) the Town Hall and the Parks Department  
  3  (improve) the zoo. 

INTERVIEWER That sounds good. What about cultural attractions?
mAYOR The Culture Department   4  (renovate)  

the museum but unfortunately we   5   
(not install) an audio guide system. We couldn’t get the  
funding this time.

INTERVIEWER Hmm. That   6  (disappoint) some people.  
What about information for the tourists?

mAYOR Well, we   7  (upgrade) the town website  
and the Tourist Department   8  (employ)  
two new guides.

INTERVIEWER And what about the councillors?   they  
  9  (get) their money, or not?

mAYOR I’m afraid they   10 (not get) the pay rise  
they expected.

clean do help prepare not revise 
revise send show watch not write

This evening, I  ‘m going to clean 0 my 
flat. Tomorrow, I   1  some 
emails. I have decided I   2  
letters because emails are so much quicker. On 
Wednesday, I   3  the week’s 
shopping. Not on my own this time because Teresa 
  4  me. On Thursday evening, 
some friends and I   5  the 
international match on TV so I   6  
for my exam that night. Instead, I  7  
for it on Friday. On Saturday, I   8  
the dinner for Sunday because my parents are 
coming on Sunday and I   9  them 
what a good cook I am now!

Monday 
clean the flat
Tuesday 
write letters; send emails
Wednesday 
do the week’s shopping  
with Teresa
Thursday 
revise for exam; watch 
international match
Friday 
revise for exam
Saturday 
prepare dinner for tomorrow
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3. Over to you: The future
 Imagine that you have booked your dream holiday.  Describe to a friend what you are going to do, where   
 you are going to stay and how you are going to get there using going to.

 How do you predict the world will change in the next fifty years?  Write down three things that you think will  
 happen in the future, using will and starting with ‘In the next fifty years…’

 How can you help your parents around the home?
 Write down three suggestions of offers of help, using will and shall.

2. The week ahead
 Look at Mike’s diary. Then complete what he says about his week’s plans with the going to form of   
 the verbs in the box. Use short forms.

  clean       do       help       prepare       not revise
  revise      send    show     watch          not write

This evening, I ‘m going to clean  0my flat. 

Tomorrow, I       1 some
emails. I have decided I       2

letters because emails are so much quicker. On
Wednesday, I      3 the week’s
shopping.  Not on my own this time because Teresa
    4 me.  On Thursday evening,
some friends and I      5 the
international match on TV so I            6

for my exam that night.  Instead, I         7

for it on Friday. On Saturday, I      8

the dinner for Sunday because my parents are coming on Sunday and 
I     9 them what a good cook I am now!



 Lesson LinkGrammar to go!

PhoTocoPIabLe© Oxford University Press 2009 page 5

Activity worksheet: I can discuss hopes and plans
Grammar Presentation

 

Going to

18 | Verbs and tenses

2 We can use going to to talk about planned changes:
The sports club is going to build a new swimming 
pool. ~ What are they going to do with the old one? ~ 
They’re going to turn it into two tennis courts.

3 We can use going to to make predictions about future 
events in our own lives or in the world, especially 
when we have a reason for our predictions:

Because of climate change, this area’s going to be 
desert in a few years’ time.  
Why do you look so worried? ~ I haven’t done any 
work, so I’m going to fail my exam.

 
 
 
 
 

4 We can use going to with ‘… or not’ to talk about 
something that has been planned but which appears 
not to be happening; the speaker wants to confirm 
that the action is going to happen:

Well, are you going to come with me or not?

05 The future

1 We can talk about future actions using the present 
tense of be with going to + verb. These are the forms:

Look at those dark clouds. It’s not going to be sunny 
this weekend, it’s going to rain.
I’m going to buy some new shoes tomorrow.
When are you going to speak to your boss?

2 We use going to to talk about something that is about 
to happen because of a previous decision:

We haven’t got any sugar. ~  I know. I’m going to buy 
some this afternoon. (= she has already decided)

3 We use going to to predict future actions and 
events, when we base our predictions on evidence or 
knowledge:

That pile of boxes doesn’t look safe. I think they’re 
going to fall. (I can see they don’t look safe.)
This snow is going to ruin my plants. (I know that 
snow can do this.)

Grammar in action

1 We can use going to to talk about things that we plan 
to do or things that we have already decided to do:

I’ve got several things to do before I go on holiday. 
Tomorrow I’m going to have a haircut and buy some 
new shorts. On Friday I’m going to print out the 
tickets and check in online. And on Saturday, before 
I leave, I’m going to put all the pot plants outside so 
that my neighbour can water them.

A Plan, change, prediction or confirmation?

Look at these sentences, taken from a newspaper. Which of the usages in Grammar in 
action do they show? Write 1, 2, 3 or 4.

0 The euro is getting stronger and stronger. It’s going to be worth as much as the pound soon. 3
1 The new government has announced that they aren’t going to invest in nuclear energy.  
2 There’s a sale on tomorrow. I’m going to look for some new garden furniture. 
3 Scientists observing the volcano say that it isn’t going to erupt. 
4 ‘Is the Prime minister going to apologize or not?’ the opposition leader demanded. 
5 ‘I’ve just spoken to her’, moss’s agent said, ‘and she said she’s going to  

stay in Spain for another week.’ 
6 The factory is going to move production of all new cars to China next year. 
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65 I can discuss hopes and plans

A  Making plans 
Glossary
make plans (for sth) •  prepare for sth you want to do in the 

future. syn plan sth.
sort sth out • organize sth.
be going to do sth •  plan to do sth in the future. 
expect sth •  think that sth will happen because it is 

probable or has been planned.
intend to do sth /  • plan to do sth. intention n. opp have 

doing sth   no intention of doing sth.
hope to do sth •  want to do sth and think that it is 

possible.
go smoothly •  happen without difficulties or delays.
go wrong •  If sth goes wrong, there is a problem 

and the plan might fail. 
look forward to  • feel happy about sth that is going to 

(doing) sth   happen.

spotlight   actually

Actually is often used when adding new information or 
being more exact. syn in fact. Be careful: actually does not 
mean ‘at the moment’. 
He’s German, isn’t he? ~ Yes, he’s from Berlin, actually. 

160 SOcIAL ENGLISH

A  Ramiro says you’re making 
plans for your grandmother’s 
100th birthday in July.

B   Yes, we’ve still got a few things 
to sort out.

A   So you’re going to have a big 
party, are you?

B   Yes, we’re expecting about a 
hundred people, actually.

A   Wow! And where do you 
intend to have it?

B   On a river boat, and I’m 
hoping to get a jazz band too.

A   That sounds great! I hope it all 
goes smoothly.

B   Yeah, I don’t want anything to 
go wrong because she’s really 
looking forward to it.

 Same or different? Write S or D.

	 She’s looking forward to seeing John. | She’s expecting to see John. D
1 Did the wedding go smoothly? | Did the wedding go wrong?  
2 He plans to go to Ireland. | He intends to go to Ireland.  
3 I live in Poland at the moment. | I live in Poland, actually.  
4 I’m hoping to get the job. | I’m going to get the job.  
5 I don’t intend to buy the car. | I’ve no intention of buying the car.  
6 Have you planned anything for tonight? | Have you made any plans for tonight?  

 complete the email.

We’re 	going  to take six months off work and go travelling this winter. At the moment 
we’re (1) m   plans and trying to decide exactly where to go. We (2) i   to 
spend most of the time travelling round Australia and New Zealand as we both have family there. I’m 
(3) h   to be able to get hotel work there, which will cover the cost of our 
accommodation. I’m not (4) e   anything very smart, but at the same time, I’ve no  
(5) i   of sleeping in a tent for the whole time. At the moment we’re trying to sell our  
car to help pay for the adventure: I just hope nothing goes (6) w   with the sale. In  
(7) f   , if everything goes (8) s   , we’ll be in Sydney on Christmas Day,  
which will be fabulous; I’m really looking (9) f   to it. 

    Test yourself. Look at the glossary words and cover the meanings. What do the 
words mean?

1

2

3
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